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Key Stage 2
Medium Term Planning

Term: Autumn 2
Theme: Christmas Religion: Christianity Concept: Incarnation

Key question for this enquiry: Is the Christmas story true?

Learning Objectives: We are learning to evaluate different accounts of the Christmas story and
understand that stories can be true in different ways.

Teaching and Learning Activities
Step 1 Engagement (1 lesson)

Auberon Owl { is dressed in a Christmas hat and has Christmas presents

with him. Teacher to show the children a news clip showing an event that

has happened. Children to watch with no sound and then on whiteboards

Step 4 Expression (1 lesson) have two minutes to write their eye-witness account. Teacher to ask for

&% Qu: What is a story that you have learnt some of the accounts to be read out. Are the accounts the same? Why

the most from and w}?;/? y not? Children to watch the news clip again this time with sound. Qu: What
happened? Does the version of events match your eye witness account?

(Reinforcing that stories can be meaningful, What's different and why? What's the same? So which of our accounts is
whether they have happened or not!) true? What does true mean?

. Discuss how eye-witness accounts are subjective and even though we have

all witnessed the same event, we each see things through our own lens.
Step 3 Evaluation (1 |esson) Activity: In groups children to have different newspaper articles and internet
. reports about the same events to see how they are the same/different.

Children to complete the 4 boxes on the Discuss different types of truth e.g. historical, scientific, personal (beliefs).
Activity Sheet. i@ Why are we thinking about different types of truth when we are about to
Recap on different types of truth. study Christmas? Introduce Enquiry Question: Is the Christmas story true?
| BRIDGE: WHAT DOES ‘TRUE’ MEAN §

Step 2 Investigation (3 lessons)

(% Qu: What do you know about the Christmas story? Children to share their ideas and teacher to scribe, making a large
brainstorm (including the date we celebrate Christmas).

Teacher to show the children a selection of artwork, Christmas cards and advent calendars which show the nativity scene (with
everyone present, including wise men, shepherds, etc.). Internet search for “nativity scenes in art” for ideas.

Read the children a very simplified version of the Christmas story which shows everyone in the stable at the same time.
Qu: Who is present at the birth of Jesus? Why are they all there at the same time?

Qui: Is this Christmas story true?

Explain that we are going to investigate different accounts of the Christmas story in the Bible according to different people.
Luke Ch 1: 26-38 and Ch 2: 1-20

Matthew Ch 1: 18 - Ch 2: 12

Class split in half and one half to have a copy of Luke’s account to read and the other half to have Matthew’s account. Children to
read their account and then make a story map of the events that are told.

Children to then pair up with someone with a different version and each read their story and show their partners their story map.
In pairs they have a few minutes to note down the similarities and differences between the two accounts.

Both groups to come back together and share their findings. Qu: Who's version of the Christmas story is true? Why? Why are there
different versions? What type of ‘true’ is this?

% Qu: If we are questioning who was actually present during the Christmas story and when they were there, what else might be
true/not true?

(% Qu: Was Jesus really born on the 25th December?

www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zshyr82 The first Christmas

Introduce the key question: Is the Christmas story true?

If we are questioning the factual side of the Christmas story, can it be true in a different way?

Can stories and events have meaning i.e. can we learn from them even if they didn’t happen exactly as recorded? Possible
Christian visitor to answer the question of what does Christmas mean to them. Is Christmas true to them? How?

Direct Teaching: Christians believe Jesus is the Incarnation of God on Earth. God gave Jesus to the Earth to show people how to
lead good lives, forgive them for the things they do wrong and prove to them (through his resurrection) that there is life after death.
Come back to discuss different types of truth: historic/scientific/personal. Is one of these more important? Which type of truth can
be applied to the Christmas story? Could do a simple experiment to discuss scientific truth.

Evidence in Discovery RE Journals: Activity Sheet.

Teacher note: Incarnation

The New Testament presents Jesus as the answer: the Messiah and Saviour, who will repair the effects of sin and the Fall and offer
a way for humans to be at one with God again. For Christians, Incarnation means that Jesus is God in the flesh, and that, in Jesus,
God came to live among humans. From ‘Understanding Christianity’ Church of England
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