
Park Lane Primary School  
 Topic: Space.. Year: 5 Subject: Science 

 

Prior Knowledge: 
· Observe changes across the four seasons 
· Observe and describe weather associated with 

the seasons and how day length varies 

Key Knowledge: 
· Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as        

approximately spherical bodies. 
· Describe the movement of the Earth, and  

other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar 
system. 

· Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain 
day and night and the apparent movement of 
the sun across the sky. 

· Describe the movement of the Moon relative 
to the Earth. 

Key Skills: 
· Recognise and identify scientific evidence that 

has been used to support or refute ideas or 
arguments. 

· Recognise when secondary sources will be 
most useful to research ideas, with support.  

Vocabulary 
orbit 

To move in a regular, repeating curved path around  
another object.  

axis 

An imaginary line that a body rotates around e.g. Earth ‘s 
axis runs from North to South Pole. 

planet 

A large object round or nearly round, that orbits a star. 

star 

A giant ball of gas held together by its own gravity. 

moon 

A natural satellite which orbits the Earth or other planets. 

satellite 

Any object or body in space that orbits something else. 

rotate 

To spin around on a fixed point. 


