
 

 Year 5 

History – World War 1 and 2 

Term 5 2023 
Prior Knowledge • Roman army and how war is used to conquer new land for an empire. 

• Remembrance Day Artwork and the meaning behind poppies. 
National 
Curriculum 
reference: 

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
      knowledge beyond 1066 

Key Vocabulary 
 

• Using phrases and words to describe the passing of time and context of civilisations -e.g. 
‘duration’ ‘period’ ‘era’ ‘concurrent’ ‘chronology’ ‘context’, ‘the duration of…’ ‘continuing on 
from…’ 

• Using words and phrases to describe events and people from the past – e.g. militarism, 
alliances, nationalism, trench warfare, Battle of the Somme, blitz, world war I, world war 
II, execution, evacuation 

Learning Sequence:  How has 20th Century conflict impacted life today? 

Why did WW1 start? (and a timeline of the major events during this period) 

Knowledge: 
• What caused the breakout of the First World War? 

• Understand the main factors which set the conditions for the 

great war 

• About the major events of WW1. 

Skills: 
• Constructing the past: Identifying that events have happened in 

the past and significant people from the past have helped shape the 
present – conflict in the 20th century 

• Cause and effect: Identifying that one event can have multiple 
effects – start of WW1. 

 

What was life as a soldier like during WW1 (links to soldiers from Tilehurst & Trooper Potts )? 
Knowledge: 

• How soldiers were recruited and what were conditions like in 

modern warfare. 

Skills: 
• Carrying out a historical enquiry: Independent selection of 

sources to provide evidence 

• Making independent decisions using a range of evidence to justify. 

 

What was life on the home front like compared to areas of war? 
Knowledge: 

• Understand what life was like for men, women and children 

in Britain. 

• What propaganda is and how was it used in WW1. 

Skills: 
• Sequencing the past/Chronology: Continued development of 

concurrent civilisations around the world and their impact on later 
civilisations 

• Significance and interpretation: Identify why interpretations can 
change in light of new evidence – change in meaning of the word 
‘propaganda’ 

• Using sources as evidence: Identify why viewpoints differ and 
why bias might skew these viewpoints. 

 

How did WW1 end (incl. America’s involvement) and what happened in the treaty of Versaille? 

Knowledge: 
• Why America joined the war 

• About the peace treaty drawn up in Versailles by the Allies. 

Skills: 
• Using sources as evidence: Identify why viewpoints differ and 

why bias might skew these viewpoints 

• Continuity and change: Comparing the continuities and changes 
in 20th century conflict. 

 

Why did WW2 start (inc.Hitler’s rise to power and a timeline of the major events during this period)? 
• About the rise of Hitler 

• What caused the breakout of the Second World War? 

• About the major events of WW2. 

• Constructing the past: Identifying that events have happened in 

the past and significant people from the past have helped shape 
the present – conflict in the 20th century 

• Cause and effect: Identifying that one event can have multiple 
effects – rise of Nazism in Germany. 
 

What was life of children like in Nazi Germany and Britain? 

Knowledge: 
• What life was like for children in Nazi Germany 

• What life was like for children in wartime Britain. 

Skills: 
• Carrying out a historical enquiry: Independent selection of 

sources to provide evidence 

• Making independent decisions using a range of evidence to justify. 

What is the impact of the world wars on life today (inc.United Nations/immigration/women’s role/modern wars/refugees.)? 

Knowledge: 
• About how life was different after the wars. 

Skills: 

• Continuity and change: Comparing the continuities and changes in 
20th century conflict. 


