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Key Stage 2
Medium Term Planning

Term: Summer 2

Theme: Beliefs and Practices Religion: Christianity
Key question for this enquiry: What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to God?

Learning Objectives: We are learning to understand how Christians show their commitment to God and
to evaluate if there is a best way.

Teaching and Learning Activities

Step 4 Expression (1 lesson) Step 1 Engagement (1 lesson)
Children to write a poem titled ‘Commitment is ..." it can include what Children to be given a topic to debate by Auberon
commitment means to them and (optional) what commitment means to a Owl @ e.g. Is it OK to tell lies? Class to be split in
Christian. Do the children think that commitment is any of the fruits of the half 6ne.si.cje for telling lies ar;d one side against
holy spirit e.g. love, kindness etc. Can we all take from Christianity some o gl o€ ag
moral guidance on how to treat others and how to behave? Can people telling lies and debate this. How committed are
display the fruits of the holy spirit when they are not Christians? they to their view on this? Children to be given
various situations involving lying - they stand
. on one side of the room if they think that in this

Step 3 Evaluation (1 Iesson) situation it is ‘OK to lie’ and on the other side

. - . . if they think it is ‘not OK to lie’ or anywhere in
\évgé%h ways have we learnt that a Christian shows their commitment to between if they are not sure. Tell children the

story from ‘The Hiding Place’ by Corrie Ten-
Boom where one Christian woman decided to
lie to the German soldier about Jews that she

Children to have x10 post-its/slips of paper. On each one, they write a
different way Christians might choose to show their commitment to God.

Ask the key question: what is the best way for a Christian to show

commitment to God? was hiding. This meant the Jews were safe. Her
On the Activity Sheet 1 children Diamond 9 rank their post-its, stick in sister, another Christian woman, felt that she
their books and write next to the top and bottom their reasons for why could not lie and this resulted in the Jews being
they have ranked these in those positions. Add: How would | choose to arrested. However, the Jews later escaped.
show commitment to God if | were a Christian? OR The woman believed that God would keep this
Answer the letter on Activity Sheet 2 pretending to be an agony aunt/ woman safe due to her commitment to the truth.
uncle on a Christian children’s helpline. (Maybe record/video children’s Explore children’s thoughts. & What would they

answers.)

Dear... | am a 10 year old Christian living in Poole. | have been going
to church every Sunday with my mum since | was a baby. Lately | have

have done? Is telling lies always wrong? How
committed would you have been to telling the

started to find it a bit boring. | don’t want to stop going as it would upset truth? Would tha’t have been more important than
my mum. Is there another way | can show my commitment to God? saving someone’s life? Commitment sometimes
Thank you....Christy causes dilemmas and difficult decisions.

‘ BRIDGE: DEGREES OF COMMITMENT ‘

Step 2 Investigation (3 lessons)

Explain to the children that Christians are committed to God and show their commitment in different ways. One way is through
following the Ten Commandments, one of which is ‘do not lie’ which we explored in the engagement lesson. Look at Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20:2-17) In groups, children order according to which ones show most commitment to God. Feedback from
children. Auberon Owl i asks: Why does one show more commitment to God than another? Are any easier to follow? Why? Why do
we have different views about which are more or less important than others?

Look at Galatians 5:14 which states ‘love your neighbour as yourself. What does this mean? Who is ‘your neighbour'? How easy

do you think it is for Christians to do this? Look at Galatians 5:22-26 which states that if a Christian is committed to God and allows
the Holy Spirit to live in them, they will be displaying love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control and not jealousy or conceitedness. Have these words on pieces of paper on the walls around the room - children to move
round and write examples of what each might look like. & Should only Christians try to behave in these ways? Are these behaviours
that everyone should try to display? Explore ideas. How easy is this to do? When would it be hard/easy? When would it take most
commitment? Which are most important?

Consider some famous Christians who dedicated their lives to helping others to show their love/commitment to God e.g. Martin Luther
King/Mother Teresa, etc. Children do mini research on people who committed their lives to God by ‘loving their neighbour’. May look
at Christian Aid Week and see how this shows commitment to God, or other Christian charities or the work of the local church. A
Christian visitor would be valuable here.

Explain that many Christians show commitment to God by attending church every Sunday/worshipping God. (Possible visit to a
church at this point.) & Does attending church every Sunday show commitment to God? Can Christians still be committed to God

if they do not attend church every week? Children to present arguments for and against this idea.(Year 4 Summer 2 enquiry recap
here.) (Use ‘Crossing the Bridges’ materials from www.discoveryschemeofwork.com).

Christians believe that praying to God shows commitment. Why do Christians pray? Explore ideas, e.g. thanks, forgiveness, need
help, etc. Is praying necessary to show commitment to God? The Lord’s Prayer.

Confirmation Ceremony/Adult Baptism.

Christians also show commitment through taking communion. Watch www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zwcd2hv ‘The Eucharist or Holy
Communion’ on BBC Learning clips. Why do Christians eat bread and drink wine? Explain that this helps Christians to remember
Jesus dying for them on the cross and by taking communion it shows their commitment to God. Does taking communion show
commitment to God? Explore the statement ‘Christians show commitment to God by believing and trusting in Jesus and trying to be
like Jesus’. What does this mean? ¢ Is it easy for a Christian to be like Jesus?

Evidence in Discovery RE Journals: Activity Sheets.
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